Law Versus Values

hat is a very difficult choice to place before
people. Why can’t we choose both? Actually, that
is the ideal.

Law is a legislated way that a group lives out a
value. We value safe highways, and so we legislate
traffic regulations, speed limits, and so forth. We
value communal prayer, and so we devise liturgical
calendars and worship ceremonies. Usually, the way
we live out a value changes more frequently than the
value itself. However, it often happens that people
become so attached to a custom or law, though
unfamiliar with the underlying value it embodies,
that a change of custom becomes very disruptive. This
certainly happened in the Church after the Second
Vatican Council, which took place in the 1960s.

This seems to be the source of tension in today’s
Gospel scene. Washing hands before eating was a
ritual custom here, not just a hygienic one. It probably
originated with priests who bloodied their hands
while sacrificing animals. Eventually, ritual washing
became one of the 613 customs that Pharisees
expected every Jewish man to observe. Referred to
as “a hedge around the law,” such customs served to
ensure the law itself was protected and would not be
broken. Jesus’ disciples did not observe this ritual, and
so they were criticized.

Jesus immediately came to their defense. He
did not disparage the value of appropriate ritual
behavior. Rather, he accused his opponents of
clinging to out-of-date practices while disregarding
underlying values. Practices are external; values are
internal. Laws and customs can change; fundamental
principles and standards endure.

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

# Do you have a favorite religious practice? The
rosary? Communal singing? What religious value
does it reflect?

August 29, 2021

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8

]as 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27

-; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

[Jesus said,]
“Nothing that
enters one from
outside can defile
that person; but the
things that come out
from within are what
defile.”

MARK 7:15
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Baptism: Baptismal preparation is required of all parents prior to the celebration of baptism. Please call parish office for an
appointment.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Any time by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick: Please inform the parish office when someone needs a visit from a priest.

Marriage Preparation: Make arrangements with the parish office at least six months before the intended wedding.

Visitation of Sick and Homebound: If you or a member of your family is in the hospital, privacy acts prohibit ministers from ob-
taining names through the hospital; therefore, you must contact the parish if you would like a visit. Also, please contact the
parish to request homebound visits if you become ill.

Announcements/Anuncios

..................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

SUNDAY SCHOOL, CCD AND SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION...
begins on Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 10:15 a.m.

PARENTS’ MEETING THIS SUNDAY,
August 29, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in Friendship Hall.

.............................................................................................................................

SECOND COLLECTIONS

Today, Aug. 29, is Cross Roads Sunday; the second collection will go to support the diocesan magazine.

The second collection on Sept. 5 will be for the St. Clare Building and Maintenance Fund. We expect to
begin work on the driveways now that the water leak has been fixed. Please help us if you can, as we would
like to repair not only the part damaged when the water leak was repaired, but the entrance drive as well.

Diocesan Annual Appeal
Sept. 25-26 is the kickoff weekend for the Diocesan Annual Appeal. The Diocese of Lexington’s Annual
Appeal is a visible expression of our unity as the Body of Christ. Each donation to the fund is a sign that
we believe in the Gospel message to “love one another as I have loved you™” (John 15:12). It is an affirma-
tion of our belief that “faith without works is useless” (James 2:20). It demonstrates that we believe that
whatever you do to others, you do to Jesus.

The diocese has prepared a video about the meaningful impact that the Diocesan Annual Appeal, and do-
nors, have on our diocese. Please watch it at https://youtu.be/4W-dZEYhANKk . You will see that the video
prominently features our mission at St. Paul in McKee.

Gifts to the Diocesan Annual Appeal fund are distributed via a grant process, and provide vital support for
parishes, missions of parishes, Catholic schools, outreach ministries, and diocesan-wide programming. The
areas receiving funding transform lives of Catholics and other members of our community through acts of
service, and we need your help. Please prayerfully consider sharing your blessings with others in our 50
counties who need it most.







